1

A S e SRR TR

SPECIAL
FEATURES

R e T S Sy .

WASHINGTON, D. C., SUNDAY MORNING, JULY

25,

Bpecinl Correspondenee of The Star.
LONDON, July 15, 1915,
OMEWHERE in the U'nited States
the writer is not at liherty to
state just where or to reveal the
real name—there is lving quiet-
ly with his kinsfolk an elderly man

who i= thea centrnl flgure In the
gtrangest story that has been told in
fhany a long day.

This story, which is now related in

print for the first time, is closely con-
ected with the production of A new
gng]ish dictionary edited hy Sir James
A. Fl. Murray. It was bezun as long
fmeo as 1857, and is not complete yet,
though Sir James says that. in spite
©of the war. which has cut him off en-
tirely from his German correspondents,
Je hopes to complete the tenth and last
of hi= volumes—namely, “T to Z,” some
gime in the present vear.
»
LI ]

The project of compiling the diction-
mry originated in a resolution hy the
Fhilological Society of Great Britain, in
1557, the mover of which was the late
Archbizhop Trent. The original plan
was that the Philelogical Society should
finance the work, but some yvears later
the Oxford I'niversity Press undertook
to do this and 1o bring it out. Mean-
while an appeal for volunteer readers
was issued and met with a Inarge re-

SIR JAMES MURRAY, WHO DISCOV-
ERED THAT A MYSTERIOUS CON-
TRIBLTOR TO HIS WORK WAS A
RICH AMERICAN EX-SURGEON,
CONFINED IN BROADMOOR PRISON
FOR MURDER.

nae. For several years the thing
Eﬂxm along, two editors and many
the original projectors having, in

e meanwhile, died. Finally, Sir James

urray was chosen as editor.

When he took hold he found himself
ted with a formidable job, some
L.000 quotations having already
n together and needing to be

and classified. Sir James tac-
led the job energetically, however,

d, for the first flve years, carried on

is labors at the Secriptorium, Mill Hill,
pear London, eventually, however (in

18551, transferring
and staff to Oxford, where the making
of the dictionary has gone on ever
since And so, with these necessary
preliminaries to our story, which might
well be deemed incredible were it not
abundantly authenticated.

It was Sir James Murray's custom,
whenever he was ready to start en a

his headquarters

new word, to send it out to all of his
army of volunteer readers, who forth-
with supplied the earliest possible

auotation which they could discover in
whieh the word in question was used.

When this had been going on for
some time, Sir James discovered that
some of the most valuable quotations
that reached him, together with some
of the most scholarly comments there-
upon. were forwarded by one who, be-
cause that is not his name. shall be
calledd Dr. Blank. He wrote from
trowthorne, a small village in Berk-
shire. This contributor’s identity puz-
zled Sir James more than a little, the
more so as he soon came to realize
that the latter’'s knowledge of the sub-
ject of philology could not be far be-
hind his own, if, Indeed, it were not
superior,

*
*x *

So much did Sir James esteem the
mysterious Dr. Blank, in fact, that
whenever he had completely finished
hi= analyeis of the history of any one
word he was in the habit of sending
the full notes connected therewlith to
his correspondent in Crowthorne for his
final revision. which more often than
not was productive of some important
addition or exceedingly I(lluminating
criticism or other comment.

For many months thls went on.
Fventually, so much did Sir James feel
hims=elf and Oxford University in the
debt of the mysterious savant, regard-
ing whose social status the distin-
guished lexicographer could not make
even a gueas, that he one day ap-
proached the university heads and
pointed out that it would, so he con-
sidered, be a graceful and well merited
act on their part if an invitation wers
sent to the Berkshire savant, asking
him to be the guest of the university
for a week, during which time every
possible honor should be paid to him.

The powers-that-be at the university
readily agreed, and the Invitation waa
sent. In due course a reply was re-
ceived from Dr. Blank, in which he ex-
pressed his deep appreciation of the in-
vitation, which he described as the
greatest honor ever shown him, but re-
grerted profoundly that it was impos-
sible for him to accept it. This reply
came as a conslderable disappointment
to Sir James.Murray, who had looked
forward with keen pleasure to hob-
nobbing with his unknown colleague,
who, he now surmised, must be a poor
man, unable to bear the expense of the
proposed journey.

Accordingly, on behalf of the univer-
sity, Sir James avrote once more, ex-
plaining that. if the wguestion of ex-
pense was the stumbling block, Dr.
Blank was to understand that their
invitation began on his doorstep and
ended there, and that all parties con-
cerned hoped sincerely that he would
not deprive them of the privilege of
entertaining him.

&
* *

The 'doctor’s reply came promptly.
He stated that the reasons which made
it impossible for him to visit the uni-
versity were not financial, but physical
ones. He added, however, that, as It
would give him the keenest pleasure
to have an opportunity of making the
acquaintance of Sir James, he begged
that the proposition should be reversed,
and that Sir James would be his guest
for a day or two, and this at as early
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BILL TO STEVE

.BY RING W. LARDNER.

HICAGO, July 24.—Steve. Well Steve the club will be back from there
C- easiren trip next Wed. and Gussy is comeing back from So. Haven
Mon. and Gussy finely wrote me a letter and say®s when the was comeing

home and says shes going to bring a frend a long with her a girl that

was vissiting at the same cottige where she was vissiting down to So.

Haven.

And she says to have the higher girl cook up some thing speshal

for Mon. night because she wants to treat this here girl right and show

her a good time wile shes in Chi.

Well Steve 1 gues it will supprise Gussy to find out we aint got ne
higher girl because I fired her over the teilephone and if Gussy wants
to know why dident I write and tell her that the higher girl wasent with

us no more I will tell her 1 dident want to spoil her vissit with no bad

news and [ thot of some thing pretty good today and that is 1 wont half
te tell Guesy that T fired the girl but I will tell her that the girl quit
of her own cord and if she asks me why did she quit I will say It was on
acet. of she belng a scared of mice and Gussy will believe it becaus=e the
flat where we live at is full of them and Gussys scared of them her melf.
(if coarse they aint all over the house but onily in the kitchen and dinning
rm. and some of the ciosets and the other night 1 of them run acrost my
f+. while I was undresing in the bed rm. and if 1 of them done that to
‘;ussy she would drop dead just as {f a mouse could hurt you and If it
zives them a good time to run acrost my ft. let them run acrost my ft. and

well come.

But the smaller a thing is the more a girl ls scared of them

and Gusey would run a blk. to get out of the way of a flee.

But If she thinks shes golng to show this here girl a good time wile
shes fn Chi. she better think again hey Steve because they will be enough
work to do & round the flat to keep her busy for a few days with out no
good time and whats she been doing all this wile at So. Haven but have
a good time but thats just like a womman they dont want nothing but
good times and leave the hushand do all the work and swett him self

to deth.

I supose this here frend thats comeing a long with her is an other 1

much these hot nights.

that would rather go to a hospittle then do any work. Well she can run a
round town a lone if she wants to hut 1t will keep Gussy busy a few days
cleaning up a round the flat and Ive got an other job for her when ghes
threw with that hecause it will take her a wk. to sew on buttons and mend
my close and its & wonder | dident get arested the way I been golng a
round and all as T half to do when I want to go to hed is shake my self
a couple of times and my close comes off. A few more days and Id half
to ware my base ball sute when 1 go down to the coroner salloon.

1 guess you know Im a pretty good dresser Steve and all ways look
.ood enough so as the girls turn=s a round to stalr but a man cant keep
wking good ull the wile when they aint no 1 to pay a tension to your
I usuly ware a beau neck tie but now I half to ware a 4 in the hand
so as peopl wont know that the buttens is allsgone off my shirt m,-lrl of
coarse the bone button keeps the neck to gather but If reglar sewed on
shirt buttons was worth a §1 a peace 1
haveing the hotest weather of the yr. but I cant go out with out my coat
because | cant fine no neck tie long enough to fall bellow my belt.
night gowns s the saiie like my shirts but a man dont mind that so
And the rest of my close that aint got no but-

would be broke and we been

My

tons is covered up 8o | aint worring a hout them.
Im geting low on sox to and the pare | got on its a pare I took off

Vast wk. and was going to send them to the landry but beffore the landry,
man come a round the pare | was wareing busted out a round the upper
part so I had to take them off and put the others back on and there all
tore to peaces but not where you can_see them when I get my shoes on

and of coarse | dont go a round the sis. Iin my stockings ft.

1 supose

Gussy will say why dident you buy your self some new shirts and sox and
night gowns. Well Steve I will say to her yes why dont you stay home

b §

and keep me sewed up like a wife should ought to and not spend the hole
summer geoting a red nose at some swell ressort. i

BILL.

e

Mysterious Contributor to an English Dictionary Proved to Be a Rich American Surgeon
Confined in Broadmoor Criminal Lunatic Asylum for a Murder Committed While He Was
in a Deranged Condition—How Sir James Murray, Editor of the Dictionary, Who Set Out,
as He Thought, to Visit the Home of a Fellow Savant, Found Himself at the Asylum and
Heard the Extraordinary Tale, Which Begins During the American Civil War, When the
Principal Was a Surgeon in the Northern Army — Contributor Wealthy and Now Living in
America, Says His Friend.

a date as the latter could manage. Tr.
Blank added that he personally could
not come to the station to greet his
guest, but that he would send his car-
ringe. St. James. being by this time
overpoweringly curious as to his cor-
respondent’s ldentity, promptly accept-
ed the proposition, and, a few dayvs lat-
er, took train for Crowthorne.

After a journey of a couple of hours,
he arrived at the nearest railway sta-
tion _thereto, namely, Wellington (‘oil-
lege, and was met by a liveried serv-
ant, who asked If he were Dr. Murray,
and, on bheing given an affirmative an-
asawer, explained that he came from Dr.
Blank, and led the way to a handsome

“Dr. Blank? 1 presume,” ventured the
puzzled philologist

“No, I'r. Murray,” replied the unknown,
*T am not Dr. llank, but he is here,
and, meanwhile, T don't suppose vou have
the slightest idea where you are. This
is Broadmoor Criminal Lunatic Asylum,
and I am the governor.'”

Dr. Murray stood speechless.

“T had better explain at once,” con-
tinued the governor, “that Dr. Blank, with
whom you have been corresponding, is an
inmate of this institution. He is, in fact,
o murderer.” (8Sir James gasped.) “Dr.
Blank is a citizen of the United States,”
the governor went on, “and when he came
to us he was not in his right mind. Since

told yvou, T will take you to the doctor,
who is waiting for you with great eager-
nems. But stay. Perhapa before T do so
I had hetter ncquaint you with the de-
tails of the ¢rime for which Dr. Blank
was commiited to Broadmoor.”

*

* *
This is the story which the governor
of Broadmeoor, England’'s great crim-

tnal lunatic asylum, related while Dr.
Murray sat before him, spellbound:

It beginz in the early days of the
American civil war, namely, In 1861,
when Dr. Blank, then a young sur-

WHERE DR. BLANK SHOT GEORGE MERRITT,
The famous- Liom brewery, where the Ameriean’s vietim

worked, stil]l stand

A BREWERY
om Belved

STOHER.

The d

brougham, drawn by two fine horses,
which was waiting near at hand. Sir
James entered the brougham, and, after
a ride of a couple of miles, found him-
self being driven into the courtyard
of a huge brick building, of a forbid-
ding appearance, as to whose charac-
ter he could not even make a surmise,

“Have the kindness to follow me, sir,”
sald the servant, and straightway con-
ducted the puzzied savant up a gloomy
staircase an through a corridor, ush-
ering him eventually into a well op-
pointed private office, at which a man
of unmistakably official appearance
was gitting at a desk.

*
* ¥
The latter promptly arose and greeted
his visitor with impressibe politeness.

that time, however, he has complately re-
coverad his sanity. He is, as you have
discovered, a man of great brilliancy and
uncommon learning. Soon after his re-
covery, he requested to be permitted to
have books, Lo which we readlly consent-
ed, and, as he i8 a member of a wealthy

*family In the Inited States, he has been

abhle to provide himself with an excep-
tionally fine library. He always, it ap-
pears, hag made a hobby of words and
thelr history, and he has taken the keemn-
est interest in his work in connection with
your dictionary.

“Today he iz as sane as% you or I, and
has, indeed, been offered his liberty, but,
having been here for so many years, he
prefers o remain with us, and, needless
to Bay, he (s now treated like anything
hut an ordinary prisoner. And now, il
you are not unnerved by what [ have

ANTIQUE WEAPONS AGAIN
USED IN EUROPEAN WAR

NE of the features of the war is
@ the use of weapona and of meana
of defense which it was believed
hiad heen discarded. Many of the most
intellectual military experts were so
sure that close-in fighting was a thing
of the past that they looked on the
bryonet as an antique
The memory of the hand grenade, an
explosive shell thrown by hand, was
pregerved in the designation of certain
reglments, yet it was only remarkably
shrewd, far-seeing and well informed
soldiers who belleved that the hand
grenade would return to the battle-
fleld. The gre e used in the seige
warfare In western Europe and imr the
more open fighting in the eastern the-
ater is an improvement on the grenade
which was used one and two centuries
ago, but it Is =till a hand grenade. The
soldler of the olden time would light
the fuse of the grenade hefore throw-
ing it and there was guesswork and
irregularity in the burning of the fuse.

The grenade of the present explodes
by percussion.
The long-range rifled cannon was

faithfully believed to have forever sup-
planted the short-range smooth-bore
gun, and yet the armles are using a
little mortar, which they call a trench
mortar. It fires a bomb, not for any
conslderable distance, but with it the
vertical fall of a shell may he obtained.
A year ago, short guns of this kind
would have been interesting to a sol-
dier of antiquarian tastes, bul not to
the emart and up-to-the-minute soldier.
He would have told vou that the place
for such a weapon was a museum and
not a modern army. In one of the Eng-
lish reports it was said that “The Brit-
ish infantry forces were greatly assist-
ed by the loan of jome French trench
mortars, which, dropping bombs con-
taining thirty to seventy pounds of
melinite vertlecally inte the enemy's
trenches, were used with deadly
effect.”
-
* %

A correspondent of the London Mail
has written of the KEnglish troops:
“Already we are using old mortars,
fat, stumpy little weapons, which can
throw a heavy charge of explosive
with certainty for half a mile and drop
half a hundredweight of melinite in
the ememy's trenches. Our men, Loo,
are becoming experts in the use of
hand grenades, They are real grena-
diers again, as well as bombardiers.
It the trenches are nedar enough, gren-
ades are pitched from one trench to the
other. Cases actually have occurred in
which British soldiers have picked up
German grenades and thrown them
back inte the German trenches.”

Not long after the war opened there
were reports of the use of arrows, not
by bowmen but by pirmen. The arrows
or darts were dropped from seroplanes.

It was a combination of very old and
very new wavs of fighting. Oof late
Httle huax been heard of the aeroplane
arrows and it is probable that the
airmen  have found high-explosive
hombs more effective.

The German helmet was looked on
in nearly all other armies as an ana-
chronism There was a great amount
of study put into the problem of re-
ducing the weight which soldiers must

ecatry, and the helmet was heavier than
other forms of headgear, Therefore it
was had. The heavy helmet has proved
itsa worth and the French have adopted
# fteel helmet without the spike as a
measure of protection against head
wounds by shrapnel balls and rifle and
machine bullets and shell fragments of
low veloelty.

In tha culrassier reglments the metal
hody shield was looked on with amuse-
ment as a relic of the daya when war-
rlers wore chain armor, plate armor
and scale armor, vat troops are adopt-
ing metal armor where it is possible.
A correspondent of the London Chron-
icle, writing from Turin, has said: “Re-
viving the methods of the Roman
P gione under Julius Ceaser, the Aus-
triane are adopting backshielda and

‘breastplatles on their Alpine lines. Some

of thelr infantry use a portable steel
screen, rectangular in shape, furnished
with eve peepers, for protection againast
shrapnel shot and grenade splinters
while eclimbing mountaln slopes, A
quantity of these has been picked up
in front of the intrenchments north of
Val Grande, hetween Monte Groce pass
and Friekofel, where the enemy suffer-
«d particularly grevious losses In a
futile attack."

The short sword has not come back
into battle usé, but it was reported that
in the charges againet the Labyrinth
the French troops used knives instead
of the bayvonet. The battle ax has not
:;ecn heard from In this war, but it may
e

“We must get out catapults again,”
a French officer has said, “such as the
Homans used. They would be qulte
useful in throwing explosives from one
trench to another. There is no reason
also why we should not use shields
to protect trench storming parties.”

S0 many men have bheen wounded in
the left hand by grasping the bayonet
of an opponent in hand-to-hand fight-
ing that it has been suggested that
they use a mailed gauntlet; and an-
other suggestion is that the men should
he trained to use a net, a still more
ancient method of entangling and
parrying the blows of a foe.

In this war the harpoon Is belng used
to grapple and drag barbed wire en-
tanglements from in front of the
enemy's trenches.

A Kissing Danger.

R. CHARLEE H. PARKHURST. pur-

suing his piquant campaign against

cosmetics, said the other day in
Brooklyn:

“The use of make-up !s so prevalent
that If the average yvoung man kissed
the average summer girl, he would be
apt to die of painter's colic.”

took pince close to the

road, on the Surrey bank of the
xate.

geon of twenty-six, joined the army
of the north in his professional capac-
itv, with the rank of captain. Blank,
who was tall and good looking, was &
member of the New York College of
Surgeons, and had not long been mar-
ried. He belonged to a wealthy family,
and was both naturally talented and
exceptionally well educated, among
other things heing an unusually clever
artist and painter. He had many ac-
quaintances among men of culture, one
of whomn, a professor at Yale, was able
to glve him when, ten years later he
pet off on what was to prove an ill-
fated journey to Eurcpe, a letter of in-
troduction to John Ruskin himself.
Soon after Blank joined the army it
became his duty to brand a deserter.
The latter accused him of having car-

ried out this duty with unnecessary
severity, and the incident evidently
made a deep Impression upon the young
surgeon, though it did not upset him
unduly. Some time later, however, hav-
ing in the meantime served with great
credit, Blank had a sunstroke, the con-
sequences of which were serious. He
wasg, In fact, s0 completely unbalanced
that it was alike impossible to continue
in the army, or, upon quitting it, to
pursue his profession or any course
of study.

His malady took the form of delu-
sions, one of these being that, hecause
of the branding which he had been
compelled to do, he himself was, as he
expreased it, “a marked man.” He
feared, too, attacks upon himself, his
supposedly would-he assailants being,
in his imagination, always Trish, thess
heing the times of the Fenian out-
breaks.

*
* ¥

In the hope of a cure. at his brother's
advice, he entered an institution for the
insane at New Haven, Conn., and re-
mained there a year or two (this in
1863), but came out with his delusion as
Btrong as ever. No one deemed him in
the slightest degree dangerous, how-
ever, and he 1lved in his brother’s housa
for some time afterward. Tn these
years he practically devoted himeself to
drawing and painting, and produced
some extremely fine work.

Eventually, in the autumn of 1872,
following the advice of his friends, Dr.
Blank started on a visit to Europe from
which it was hoped he would derive
benefit. He traveled alone, being well
supplied with money and carrying ex-
ceptional letters of introduction, one of
these, as haa heen said, being addressed
to John Ruskin. the famous art critic
and author of “Sesame and Lilies.” In
this letter, its author, a Yale professor,
explalned to Ruskin that the doctor
hoped to regain complete possession of
his heailth, and that he desired to make
sketches and paintings of the beautiful
scenery of England.

Arrived in London, Dr. Blank took
lodgings In Lambeth, his address there
being 41, Tenison street, a little thor-
oughfare off the York road In this dis-
trict, which 1s, of course, close to the
Thames embankment. At the eri-
can's subsequent trial‘for murd his
landiady testified that for a month or
two after his arrival, namely, In Decem-
ber and January, hls behavior was quite
normal. Then, however, he suddenly be-
Zan sleepl out, returning in an unset-
tled condition of mind.

Bhortly afterward, it seems, the doc-
tor presented himself at the local pollce
station and there made “wild and inco-
herent complaints” of persecution from
the Irish, who, he said, had persecuted
him in _America and continued to do so
here. He also wrote a letter to the po-
lice, in which he said: “My life may be
taken any night. I trust yvour agents
are not to be bought over, as the Amer-
ican ones are.”

-

* ¥
The police authoritiez recognized that
the doctor was mentally deranged, but
did not believe him dangerous. It was
thought well. however, to communi-
cate with his friends in America, and
this was done; done too late, as it

proved. For the next act was a tragic
one. In the Belvedere road, Lambeth,
close to Hungerford bridge, a few hun-

PAS LIS A NALTRARARCL AR AALA S SR AARSS S ARASAR S SRR NS SRS AR S

MPORTANT changes may be taking
I[ place in the navies of Great Britain

amd Germany. What is belng done
hehind the screen which hides Ger-
many's high seas fleet, and what behind
that which hides Great Britain’s mighty
battle fleet 18 a matter of conjecture. IL
is reasonable Lo suppose that Important
atdditlons have been made 1o thoze fleels
since they retired from the view of the
outslde world. It is probable that tha
British navy has received the greater and
heavier additlons, yet because of the
highly centralized and unquestionably ef-
ficient shipbuilding plants in Germany it
may be that greater strength has been
added to the German than to the British
navy. This would seem scarcely likely,
though, for tha reason that British ship-
building plants have greater facilitles
and have capacity for a larger output
than the German plants, and because
the German admiralty places its faith
more and more on the undersea boat
and bends {ita shipbullding energiez in
that direction.

When the war came on there were in
the German navy, according to the best
information available, twenty modern
battleships, eight cruiser battleships,
twenty older battleships, nine first-
class cruisers, six second-class cruisers,
thirtyseven third-clasa crulsers, =ix
gunboats, 152 destroyers, forty-seven
torpedo boats and thirty-nine subma-
rines.

The largest of the dreadnaught type
was Lhe Schleswig Holsteln, 13,200 tons.
There were at least ten of these ves-
sels. The largest of the dreadnaughts
was the Frederick der Grosse type,
24,500 tons. There were ten of this
type. The Jlargest battleship was
4,150 tons, the Odin type, and there
were two of these, The biggest of the
armored crulsers was 15,000 tons. The
largest of the protected cruisers was
the Strassburg type, 5,500 tons.

*
x *

Germany has undoubtedly added to
her navy the Kronprinz, which was
laid down at Kiel in the middle of 1912,
while the battle cruisers Luitzow,
launched at Dantzic near the end of
1913, and the Ersatz Hertha, laid down
in the same year, will certainly have
joined the waiting battle cruiser squad-
ron by this time. Without doubt a
formidable number of submarines larger

and of longer cruising mmadius than
those in commission at the beginning
of the war have been added to - the
German navy. There must have been
and still ia tremendous activity in the
building of thess craft since their
practicability has been 80 signally
demonstrated, and also in the effort to
keep pace with Great Britain's heavy
submarine bulldlng‘%rl‘:;um.

The most formi of the German

\ ']

ships known either to have heen com-
pleted or to be nearing completion are

the Ersalz Worth and the *“T.” both
cammenced early in 1914. These ves-
sels are approximately of 25,000 tons
displacement and mount eight fifteen-
inch guns. Compared with the Queen
Elizabeth class, they carry the same
armament much more efficiently pro-
tected, but at an inferior specd. An
English authority on naval shipbuild-
ing has recently written that “firms
such as the Germania at Kiel, Blohm &
Voss and the Vulcan company at Ham-
burg and the Schichau yard at Dantzie
could probably between them complete
seven or eight battle cruisers by the
end of next spring, when the Germans
would have available something like

HOUSE WHERE DR.

BLANK LIVED IN LONDON.

No. 41 Teninon ntreet, Lambeth, where the American ex-murgeon had lodgings
at the time he commitied the crime for which he was sent to Broadmoor.

dreda of vards from Dr. Blank's lodg-
inge, stood a large hrewery known as
the “Lion.” ©On the night of February
17, at ahout 2 o'clock in the morning,
r. Rlank. who was then absent from
his rooms almost nightly, was return-
ing home, evidently In a highly excited
condition. The night was clear and
Etariit.

Clo=e to the gates of the brewery the
American siuddenly encountered one of
the emploves, George Merritt, a stoker,
who was then going to his work. Sud-
denly three ehots rang out and the
nearest policeman rushed to the scene
to find Dr. Minor standing with a
smoking revolver in his hand.

“Who fired those shots?" demanded
the policeman,

“1 did,” replied the American, with
complete calmness. “T've killed a man.
You wouldn't expect me to be coward
enough to fire at a woman. He's Iying
back there.”

- By this time another officer arrived
and, going in the direction indicated
by the American, he found the unfor-
tunate stoker’s body. Death, result-
ing from one bullet wound in the neck
and another in the back, had heen
practically instantaneous. The doc-
tor, whom the policemen described as
entirely cool and self-possessed, was
difiarmed, arrested and at once con-

veyed to Southwark police station,
where he was imprisoned. He then
appeared quite indifferent. On being

searched It was discovered that hesides
being In possession of the revolver,
which bore the name of a maker in
Springfleld, Conn., the doctor was
armed with a “bowie” knife, which
he wore in a sheath attached to his
suspenders.

=
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At his lodgings, besides a number of
letters of introduction, including the
one to John Ruskin, already mentioned,
were found a quantity of beautifully
executed paintings of London and the
surrounding district.

The affair made a great sensation.
The promiscuous carrying and frequent
use of firearms by Americans travel-
ing in England had become more or
less of a scandal, and the attitude of
the London press toward Dr. Blank
wags frankly hostile. The more Bo as
the murdered man proved tgp be the
father of seven children, whose wife,
moreover, was again about to become
a mother.

Dr. Blank was tried at the spring
assizes in the following April, the trial
having heen postponed to permit his
wlife, his brother and other witnesses

twanty dreadnaughts and fifteen hbatile
crujsers.”

* *

The additions to the British fleet of
those ships building at the beginning
of the war are conesiderably greater
than additions to the German fleet.
Work has no doubt been rushed on all
warshlps ordered by the British gov-
ernment before the outbreak of the
war, and there Is every reason to be-
lieve that others have been ordered and
lald down since the war began and that
rush work is going forward on those
ships.

What changes have been made In big
ship construction in the light of lessons
of the war is another matter of conjec-
ture, but that Important changes have

been made would seem to be reasonable.
Because of lessons taught by the war

The case was tried
Juetice Bovill, the
prosecution heing represented hy Mr.
Denman, W. ¢, and J. . Mathem, and
the prisoner by Sir Edward Clarke,
who recently retired from the bar after
an exceptionally brillinnt career. The
proceedinge were comparatively hrief,
the evidence of the prisoner’s hrother
and wife, as well as the evidence of
the police, making it ohvious that the
act wag that of a deranged man. There
was the police letter to Amerlca, too,
written before the e¢rime, not te men-
tion the fact that the prisoner and
his victim were absolute strangers
The jury, after being charged by the
lord chief justice, brought in a verdict
of “not guilty.,” Soon after Dr. Blank
was taken to Broadmoor, there to be
confined, “during her majesty’'s pleas-
ure,” as the official phrase then went.

to reach England.
hefore lord Chief

*® *
Bir James Murray listened to this
extraordinary tale with amazement

mingled with sympathetle interest
When the end had been reached he
hegged the governor to take him to
Dr. Blank, and the meeting between
the two men of learning, who had cor-
responded for so long and who now
met under such strange circumstances,
was an extremely impressive one.

Sir James remained at Broadmoor
for several days, and it is hard to may
which of the two enthusiastic pailolo-
glste derived most pleasure from their
intercourse, which was also by neo
means without its fruitful results so
far as the dictionary was concerned.
They parted on the best of terms, Sir
James placing himself at the service
of his American confrere in any way
in which his help could be useful
while Dr. Blank, on his side, promised
to continue, wholeheartedly, his work
for the dictionary.

The facts up to this peint came into
the possession of the present writer
only recently. On writing to Sir James
Murray to ask if Dr. Blank were still
alive and as to his present where-

abouts, the writer received from ths
distinguished philogist the following
reply:

“Dr. Blank is still alive, in America,
where his friends succeeled in taking
him a few wvears ago. T corresnoad with
him from time to time, but cannot, dur-
ing his lifetime, communicate anvihing
with regard to him. [ only know of
his help to the dictiohary.”

HAYDEN CHURCH.

(Coptright, 1915, by Cartls Brown.)

s far it has been authoritatively given
oul that all American warships soon
will be ﬁl{lli]‘l’b(‘d with nets for protec-
tion against submarine attack and that

Important changes are to he made in
the design of American ships of war
with a view to providing additional
protection against torpedn attack
There is nothing new in the idea of a
net, as nearly all the war vessels of
other first-cluss powers are egquipped
with themn. The nel, when (n place, ma-
terially retards the speed of the s=hip,
hut when not in use it may be drawn

tightly 1o the sides of a =hip, thus per-
mitting the vessel to make full speed
1t is also planned that hercafter ever:
American capital warship shall have an
extra hottom, or double bhottom, but it
is understood 4hat the modern atul
ships of the British, French, Italian and
German navies are constructed in this
way.

It has heen said on ligh mnawval
authority that one thing learned during
the war is that battleships built here

after will have more compartments.

The Underwriters’

-

SPECIAL NOTICE

Fire Insurance Company has notified us that after Sep-
tember 1 our premium of fire insurance will be increased from 50c a hundred to
$1.61 a hundred. This tremendous increase makes it necessary to reduce stock
to equalize our insurance cost with other expenses.

TAKE YOUR PICK OF
Any Suit in the House

Values up to $40.00 at One Price

be or how discriminating.

Come early.

M. STEIN

ALL SPRING SUITINGS
ALL SUMMER SUITINGS
ALL FALL SUITINGS
ALL WINTER SUITINGS
ALL OVERCOATINGS

Crowds have been in. Let us see you Monday. A big force
of Union Tailors at your service. Men who are capable of making
the kind of clothes you want, under the personal direction of Mr.
Stein. We can fit and satisfy you, no matter what your figure may

Plenty of extra salesmen, but wait on yourself if you wan

$

29

_To
Order

l

Our Mr. E. F. Mudd, a designer of
"] national reputation, will eut all gar-
ments in the Iatest 1915 ntyles.

= Every Suit Guaranteed to Satisfy or Money Back
QUALITY TAILORS

& c Cor.

8th and F Sts.
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